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A Message From
Our Senior

Leadership Team

This week we had the joy of celebrating World Book Day, and what a fantastic day it was! It
was wonderful to see the school filled with such creativity, with children arriving in a wide

range of imaginative costumes and themes. Thank you for your support in helping to make
the day so special for them.

Our paper plate competition was also a great success. The entries were incredibly
inventive, and it was clear how much thought and effort had gone into each one. Pupil

Parliament had the very tricky job of choosing the winners—and they certainly had their
work cut out!

Thank you once again for making events like this so memorable for our school community.
It was lovely to host the Plymouth Aquarium in Sycamore Class this week as they worked

with the children on a range of conservation activities. Living so close to the water, it is vital
that the next generation is equipped with the knowledge and understanding needed to
protect and care for our local marine environment. The children thoroughly enjoyed the

session and gained valuable insights into the importance of looking after our oceans and
waterways.

Our Year 5 pupils enjoyed a fantastic visit to City Bus this week as part of the Widening
Horizons programme. They represented our school brilliantly throughout the trip and

showed great curiosity and enthusiasm. The children learned a great deal about how bus
routes operate across Plymouth and gained a deeper understanding of the important role

public transport plays in our community.

Finally, just a reminder that we are all looking forward to Science Week next week. Each
afternoon, your child will be investigating this year’s theme, “Curious,” and creating their

own experiments. This will culminate in a Science Fayre on Friday 13th February at 2pm. All
parents and carers are warmly invited — it would be wonderful to see you there!



Willows - Esme and Grayson
Maple - Skylar

Sycamore - Elsie and Tyreese
Beech - Nordean

Oaks - Hunter

Recognition Awards
Attendance 

This week’s attendance winner
are Maple and Oaks with 95%

Whole school 92.64% this is
below the national average  

Achiever of 
the week 



Maple

Willows

Maple have had another successful week! In English we have been talking about who our heroes are
and why. We had a go at writing our own letters to our heroes thanking them for all they do for us! In

Maths in Year 1 we have been focusing on our related number facts and using part-whole models
and tens frames to create different fact families. Year 2 have been learning their 5 and 10 times

tables and have been doing a fantastic job! 
We enjoyed some sunshine for Welly Wednesday this week and we had a go at sketching and

colouring our pictures using only natural materials as well as making our own fairy doors! 
In history we have been comparing modern homes with homes from the past and seeing how they
are similar and different and in D.T the children made their own moving pictures using sliders and
levers. I was very impressed with their creations and we saw some fantastic creativity! Well-done

Maple class! 

Another fun-filled week.  The children immersed themselves in the story ‘The Night
Pirates’ and used their incredible imaginations to create new characters and

adventures in ‘Drawing Club’.    They have also had some great fun building stories and
singing songs in our pirate ship outside. The children have also been using paint and

feathers to create their own parrots. 
 

In Maths, we have been looking at the composition of numbers and how many
different ways we can represent a number using both hands, cube towers and

Numicon.  We, of course, are still practising our subitising skills. 
 

World Book Day saw some amazing costumes (see photos below). We had a visitor
who came and read a story to the class, and the children had opportunities to draw

their favourite story character and make their own bookmarks.



Oaks

Sycamore

A brilliant week of learning! The Year 5 children went on a trip to Plymouth City Bus.  We were taken on a
mystery tour around Plymouth with Justin and Amy and saw many of the landmarks associated with our
city such as the Plymouth Aquarium, the Mayflower Steps, and Smeaton’s Tower.  When were then shown

around the depot, finding out how the buses were maintained and kept safe as well as in tip top
condition. We learnt about the history and the different jobs within the company.   

In English this week, we are starting to write our story about Arthur and his mission to capture Ferrin, the
destructive wolf. 

In Maths, we have continued to learn about different units of measure and how to calculate the
perimeter of regular and irregular shapes. 

In Art, we have been discussing the works of a local artist, Terry Coxan, and sketching local buildings
using different grades of pencils. 

We have started mini – challenges to develop our skills in all areas of the curriculum. 
If anyone has any complete board games, card games or Lego sets that are no longer used or required,
please could you bring them into school to Oaks. Thank you very much from Mrs Collingbourne (Mrs C). 

What a busy week!  
We had lots of fun in music on Monday learning new songs. We also had another great session with our rugby coach on Thursday! We also designed our

posters for the Science Week poster competition. We are so excited to welcome you into class on Friday to see our Science Week activities!  
 

In maths, we have continued to power through our fraction's unit! The children are doing so well and have such a strong understanding of fractions.  
 

In English, we have continued to think about the lives of refugees and how their feelings change when escaping danger to finding safety in the camps. The
class have been writing from the perspectives of a child refugee and also a camp entertainer. They showed a good understanding of these different

individuals and their thoughts and feelings.  
 

In history, we began thinking about the impact that WW2 had on Plymouth, why and how the city recovered. We used picture sources to provide us with
evidence. It was interesting to see that the plans to rebuild not only focused on the destroyed buildings but also on making the city safer and more

interesting. 
 

In art, we delved deeper into the style of Terry Coxan but exploring different pencil grades when tracing images of Plymouth. 
 

Your talk time words this week are: 
Arduous – a very difficult and exhausting task. 

Grade (of a pencil) – how fat or thin a pencil lead is and how dark or light it is.  
Non-unit fraction – a fraction with a number greater than 1 as the numerator. 

 
Homework: 

Maths – fractions.  
English – prepositions.  



Beech

A fantastic week of trips, fractions and geography! This week, Year 5s went to Plymouth Bus
Station to learn about all the different careers related to this very important mode of transport

and went on a ‘mystery tour’, which included visiting the Mayflower steps! 
 

In maths, we have been consolidating our knowledge of ‘fractions of an amount’ and in English,
we have been researching the first moon landing in 1969! The children have found this topic

very interesting. This week, we have used this book: ONE GIANT LEAP: A Historical Account of the
First Moon Landing | Kids Book Read Aloud | Picture Book   

 
In Geography, we have been learning about imports, exports and how the climate effects and

the children made some very informative food world maps. In RE, we have been learning about
how Christians show love and the children wrote some beautiful poems!  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=65m_iGj4HJU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=65m_iGj4HJU


Menu



COMMUNITY EVENTS

We Do Football 
Joe Geraghty: 07795804127

Email : wedofootball1@gmail.com

Dear Parent/Carer
We just wanted to make you aware of the Fit and Fed scheme that Wedofootball and

Plymouth City Council offer during the upcoming Easter Holidays for children who
receive free school meals.

In partnership, instead of having to pay £12.50 per day to enrol in the daily football
activities, Fit and Fed allows children who qualify free entry and a packed lunch for up

to 4 days during the Easter Holidays.
As we coach a lot of children at local schools and we will reserve seats for children who

may want to attend any of the sessions.
We have venues at: St Matthews /  Stoke Damerel Community College / Hooe Primary /

Morley Meadow Primary / Tor Bridge / Plymstock School
  

All children on benefit related Free School Meals are eligible, just email
wedofootball1@gmail, or text 07795804127 and send us the following info:

Fit and Fed Code / Name / Date of Birth / Address and Postcode / School Attends /
Do you require a packed Lunch / Days they would like to attend

We look forward to making football fun for your children

Kind Regards
Joe Geraghty

mailto:wedofootball1@gmail.com


COMMUNITY EVENTS

SCHOOL EVENTS
British Science Week 2026

The theme for British Science Week 2026, ‘Curiosity:
what’s your question?’, is all about encouraging people
to embrace their passions and find the answers to their

most burning STEM questions.
 

As part of the celebrations of the week and this special
theme, this year, we’re inviting all parents and carers to
attend our science fayre. This will be a chance for your
children to share their week-long investigations, results

and conclusions exploring ‘curiosity’.
 

When: Friday 13  March 2pm until 3pm.th

Where: Sign in at front desk and then you’ll make your
way to your child’s classroom.

 
Parents may then take their children early, however,

please sign out with either the class teacher or their T.A.



Absence Request

We have had a lot of Absence Request and students
being taken out of school for holidays. Absence request

forms must be filled in 20 school days in advance. In
expectational circumstances will this be authorised.

Please see the link below for further information from PCC
website

https://www.plymouth.gov.uk/school-attendance-
absence-and-penalty-notices

Contact 

If you need to contact Phone number: 
01752 567681 

Website address:
www.marlboroughacademy.org 

Email address:
reception@marlboroughacademy.org

Clubs 

Breakfast club - starts at 7:45am and cost £2
session. You must book through the Arbor app by

11:00 pm the day before. 
After school club - Monday to Friday 3:15pm to

5pm, session are £5 per student. You must book
through the Arbor app by 11:00 am on the day. 

Absence 

If your child is off school please call the school
number 01752 567681 and press 2 to report the

absence. Can this be done first thing in the
morning



Dates for Diary

 

February 26 March 26 April 26 

Monday
Tuesday
Wednesday 
Thursday 
Friday 

Monday
Tuesday
Wednesday
Thursday
Friday 

Monday
Tuesday
Wednesday
Thursday
Friday 

Friday 13  March - Parents to come into school for science week.th

Monday 23  March - Babcock whole school event.rd

Wednesday 20  May - Reception class Teddy Bears Picnic Event.th

Thursday 21  May - Year 5 Widening Horizons Trip to Arts Universityst


