Friday 23rd January 2026

< Newsletter®

A Message From
Our Head Teacher

Today we had a mufti day and instead of a money donation we asked for cake
contributions. Thank you to everyone who contributed, we received an
outstanding amount and look forward to seeing as many of you as possible for
our cake sale on Friday afternoon (6" February). The children were all sent home
with letters containing the details for this. We are very excited to celebrate NSPCC
number day with you all.

This week Year 5 enjoyed a visit to EE through Widening Horizons. The trip gave the
children the opportunity to review job options in the tech industry and they had
huge, cooked breakfast which went down very well.

The children are currently completing a survey all about how much they feel they
belong within the Devonport commmunity and Marlborough. We are looking to
provide a wider range of clubs starting from term 4. So far, the top of the list is
Lego club.

This week the whole school attendance has increased compared to last week.
Let’s keep up the good work and hopefully we can see further increases in the
coming weeks.




This week’s attendance winner
are Beech with 98.64%

Whole school of 94.27% this is
below the national average

Willows - Tommy & Raad
Maple - Claire
Sycamore - Freddy
Beech - Scarlett
Oaks - Hunter
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A lovely week in Willows. In foundation our story has been ‘We're Going on a Bear Hunt', the children
have used their imaginations to draw new characters, they have retold the story using puppets, as
well as sequencing the story.

In maths, the children have been working on composition of numbers within 5. They are able to
quickly recall facts and are beginning to use some super mathematical language.

The children have also learnt about what it means to be unique; they have had the opportunity to
sketch self-portraits of their own unique faces. They have also discussed similarities, being able to
talk about what makes us similar and what makes us unique.

Year 1 have continued their work on ‘The Great Fire of London’, looking at some of London’s iconic

landmarks. They have been working hard to consolidate their number knowledge in Maths. They

will be coming to the end of their science unit soon and will be considering if hard materials are
waterproof and soft materials are not.

Despite the continuous rain, we have still made some great use of our decking area:
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We've had another productive week in Maple class! We are coming to the end of our English unit all about The
Great Fire of London and we have been busy planning and writing our own information reports using sub-
headings, historical facts and the past and present tense. The children particularly enjoyed using street view
on Google maps to explore some of London’s iconic monuments and landmarks such as St. Paul’'s Cathedral,
London Bridge and the Monument to the great fire. We were all amazed when we found out that if the column
was to lie flat, it would point directly to where the fire started on Pudding Lane back in 1666!

In Maths we continue to consolidate our learning on money - this week we focused on calculating change
using number lines.

During Welly Wednesday this week we were finally able to enjoy some sunshine outside after so much soggy
weather and the class all enjoyed some well-earned time doing some natural sketching with their friends.
In Science we continue to compare different materials and their physical properties whilst discussing our
‘Prove it’ question of ‘Hard materials are waterproof, soft materials are not.’
Well-done Maple for another very successful week! @



Oaks

We had a fantastic week in Oaks. Our year 5s went on a Widening Horizon trip to EE, where they
understood all the different kinds of jobs opportunities there are. They also enjoyed a full English
breakfast which was lovely.

In English, we are looking at biography about Johnny Cash and George Washington Carver and
been writing bullet points of information we have gathered about their lives.

In Math’s we are Dividing a 2-digit by 1-digit number and we are working hard.

In science, we have recorded our data to compare everyday materials to see whether they are
attracted to a magnet or not.

In cooking we had a tasted test, tasting, plantain, beetroot, pickled onions and much more.




% X

Sycamore

We have had a productive week in Sycamore! We had another lovely music lesson on Monday; the class were writing poems
to put to music. We had a really exciting PE lesson with our rugby coach, the class have really enjoyed his games!

In maths, we have started our length and perimeter unit! We have had lots of fun talking about the most efficient way to
measure various things. The class have held some incredible conversations, challenging their ideas and the ideas of others.

In English, we have continued to work hard on our Abecedarius poems. This week we had a go at writing some to show the
journey and adventured our characters have taken. It was challenging but each child has created some great pieces!

In science the children worked in pairs to design their own experiment to test the strength of different sized magnets. They
made predictions and then reviewed their ideas at the end of the experiment.

In geography, we learnt about Tsunamis. We compared them to earthquakes and volcanoes and also thought about the
impact they leave on our world. The children made some great connections and thought so deeply about the pattern of
natural disasters across our world.

We start our new DT unit next week. We would welcome any junk modelling resources to support our learning.

Your talk time words this week are:
Chronicle — a piece of writing about an important event, it is written in time order.
Displacement — where something is forces out of its usual place.
Stride — to take long purposeful steps.

Homework:
English — this weeks spelling pattern.
Maths — comparing lengths.
TTRS and Ed Shed are also part of our homework expectation.




Beech

A busy week in Beech class! The year fives have been completing their assessments in maths, reading and
grammar, punctuation and spelling; this shows us the progress they’re making, and any gaps that they
have. They've done an amazing job!

The year sixes have been going over last week’s SATs papers to look for and correct their mistakes and to
find any areas they need to revise. To help them with this, they now have their own exercise books just for
SATs revision. Their motivation to improve has been wonderful and they should be really proud of
themselves.

In science, we have been learning about sexual reproduction in plants by dissecting lilies. They then drew
some accurate diagrams of their flowers in their books using scientific terminology. In English, we have
been writing our own narratives, and in RE, we have been learning about an important prayer for Jews

called ‘The Shema'.

Also, this week, the year fives had their ‘Widening Horizon’ trip to the EE centre, where they got to have a
tour of the building, speak to employees and ask questions about their different jobs. They were also
served a full English breakfast, pastries and sent home with cookies!

Notices:

The next ‘Widening Horizons' trip is 3rd March (Plymouth Citybus)
Please ensure that your child is completing their homework, and
doing short bursts of TTRS and Edshed!

All children have a login for SATs bootcamp and Boom Reader
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Thank you to everyone who took part in International Lego Day.

We received some fabulous drawings and pictures.

Congratulations p
to our winner 4
Hunter

Thank you to
Scarlett who
donated a
Lego setas a
prize.




Menu

DATES: W/C: MONDAY 17TH NOV. 8TH DEC. 12TH JAN. IND FEB. IND MARCH. 13RD MARCH

MONDAY

CHOICET-H. W

Sticky BEQ meatballs
servad with pasta
and veg

Alkif giris:
Ol Wh

CHOICE - H.W. ¥
Cheasy courgette
sausoge with mash,
veg and gr

allargand:
Gl WhE M

DESSERT - M, W. V. VE
Date crispy

crunch
Allor
@ cuwh Bor mic Ml So

TUESDAY

Cheese and tomato
Franch bread pizza
sarved with wedges

and veg

P -
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CHOICE1-H, ¥
Vegetable lasagne
served with
gorlic bread
and veg
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FOLECTION OF LACKET FOTATORS ARE AV AILABLE EACH DAY: BEANT / CHEERE (MI) / TUNA AT CMMEAIRE (FE)
HOT FANINL: CHOOEE FROM CHEEIE B TOMATO OR HAM & TOMATO FERVID WITH TORT

or the full allongy Indo

DESSERT- H. W, V
Toffee and opple
cake
ABorgons:
mﬁ:
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WEDNESDAY

All day breakfast

choose from:
meat or plant based
served with a
hash brown, beans
and veg

Meat option - H
Allergens:
Glu Wh E Mi
Plant based option - V, VE

Allergens:
Gluwh
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DESSERT - H. ¥, VE
Fruit platter

AVAILABLE EVERY DAY: FREIH JALAD / FREIH FRUIT AND YOOHURT
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THURSDAY

CHOICET-H

Roast chicken served
with roast potatoes
Yarkshire pudding,

veg and gravy
ouwh £

CHOICEY-H. V. VE

Katsu vagetable
curry bake with
roast potatoes

and veg

Albwrgana:
L ] Olu Wh

with your school)

DEXSERT - H. ¥

Crange butter
biscuits

Allargans:
Gy, Wh E

g kerh tir paried.
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LLA CHIFE AND VO

CHOICET-'W
Battered fish fillat
with fresh chips or
wholemeal pasta

and vag

allorgens
Glu Wh F

CHOICE]-W. V. Vi

Quorn dippers
sarved with fresh
chips or wholerneal
pasta and veg

Allargans:
. 4 Olu Wh

DESZERT - H. W. ¥V

Steamed jam sponge
and custard




Friday 13" February
3.30pm until 4.30pm

£2.00 per ticket . Pre-order through the main
office. This will include a drink and a biscuit.
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FRIDAY 6 FEBRUARY
7:30am TO 7:30pm

9 PLAY IN ANY 4R TIME LIMIT
GAME TYPE! PER PERSON! ==

WINNING CLASS WILL HAVE THE
HIGHEST NUMBER OF CORRECT

ANSWERS PER STUDENT!
a
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Friday 13th February2026 ||

In honour of children’s mental health week we are holding a mufti day on Friday 13"
February. No donations are required and we want the children to dress in whatever
makes them feel comfortable.

MENTAL HEALTH




Information and Events

| FREE PLYMOUTH
e FAMILY HUBS

AN OPPORTUNITY TO BUY
DISCOUNTED FOOD, AND MIXED
BAGS OF FRUIT AND VEG FOR £1.

8 SESSIONS DESIGNED TO SUPPO@
YOUR CHILD'S SPEECH AND
LANGUAGE DEVELOPMENT!

18 MONTHS-4 YEARS

Efford Library - \

March 2026 930-1030am

5t. Budeaux Library - Thurs
19th March 2026 930-1030am

Activities include: « Arts and crafts v Singing
FOR MORE DETAILS PLEASE ) &

CONTACT STEVE AT
01752 875916

MVV Environment

MVV Environment are holding a community open day
on Tuesday 17" February 2026 10:00am until 1:00pm.

Join us on Tuesday 17" February 2026, 10:00am - 1:00pm, for our free, family-friendly
Community Open Day celebrating Shrove Tuesday (Pancake Day).

Shrove Tuesday was traditionally a time to use up ingredients like eggs, milk and flour
to reduce food waste - a message that's stillimportant today. Enjoy pancakes, a DIY
topping station, site tours, litter picking and creative activities, all inspired by the need
to use resources more responsibly.

Free entry - No booking required.
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CORNWALL & DEVON_A NHS

School Age Immmunisation Service
Provided by Kernow Health CIC

School Age
Reception -
Year 11

member of the team

Call us on

101392 342678

Learning
Workshops

* Where the Wild Things Are
Workshop

+ True Story of the 3 Little Pigs
Workshop

*Parents/carers
can bring up to
two children per

Y " adult, and

* Stop Motion Animation Workshop children must be a
(2 sessions) minimum of 6

» World Book Day: Masks years old and a

+ World Book Day: Elmer & The maximum of 18
Hungry Caterpillar years old.

To book please scan the QR code or
contact:

T: 01752 660713

E: info@oncoursesouthwest.co.uk

course

FAMILY
HUBS i HUBS
Y.I.P.P.E.E Meetups

for Young Independent Proud Parents Encouraging Each other
(for parents and parents to be under 25 years old)

FREE SOFT PLAY AT YMCA OCEAN CITY SOFT PLAY FREE SOFT PLAY AT YMICA OCEAN CITY SOFT PLAY

FMCA, Honicinowbe Lare, Plymouth PLS IMNG YRICA, Hordchnowie Lane, Plymouth PLS ING

WEDMESDAY 717 JANUARY
1-230pm

THE GRUFFALO'S CHILD TRAW AT SALTRAM (FRELD)
Meet at the Duck pond

‘What 3 Words locatkon: bounced voted favour

WEDMESDAY & FEBRUARY
1-230PM

TUESDAY 2T JANUARY

115 - 2.30PM
FREE SOFT PLAY AND DROP IN STORYTIME AT THE MATIGMAL MARINE AGLUIARIL
(ADMISSION OR VALID ANNUAL PASS REQUIRED)
Discovery Cale, Central Methodist Church Hall, Mational Maring Aguarium, The Bope Walk Basch
Eastiake Street, Flymouth City Centre. PLL 1BA Avenuse, Fiymouth, PLA 000

WEIDNESDAY 11" FEBRUARY
1.30 - 3PN
WATHONAL TEDDY DAY
BRING A PICNIC AND YOUR TEDDY FOR

FREE SOFT PLAY AND TEDDY BEARS PICNIC AT OCEAN CITY SOFT PLAY
YA, Monicknowle Lane, Piymouth, PLE NG

-
=
ol = For further information call/text Sal- & Jensc:
= T —— + e for omy updates,
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Plymeouth Family Hubs working in partnership with...

KEEP THE KIDS ENTERTAINED
THIS HALF TERM!

Only £20 per day

L Monday 16" - Friday 20'"
w February 2026

Early bird and stop aver
sessions avoilable

Whmv.-ﬂiﬂ
¥YMCA

Far poseg pesin
Fare far Chmmanan

Multi- activity for children aged 8-16

R it
Tal 04TS2 103918




Devonport Library EROEGE

CITY COUNCIL

JUNK MODELLING

Wednesday 18 February, 10am to 2pm
Get creative at our crafty scrap session.
Materials are provided. Discover what you can
make!
Children and their families are welcome to drop
in; there’s no need to book.

FOOD WASTE INFO DAY

Wednesday 4 February, 10am to 2pm
Food- waste recycling is being introduced, and
Devonport are one of the first areas of Plymouth

to get their food bins.
Come and meet the team that have all the
information that you will need to know to get
you started!

COLOURING AND CRAFT CLUB

Wednesday 4 February, 10am to 12pm
Starting this February, join our brand new Adult
Colouring and Craft Club at Devonport Library.

Unwind in a calm, welcoming space. Explore your

creativity and enjoy mindful moments with others
who love colouring and crafting.
Colouring pens and colouring sheets will be
provided.




Information and Events
SEND Workshop:

SEND Workshop:

Understanding how Schools How to have Successful Meetings

can Support my Child

A free workshop for parents/carers of children and young people
with SEND who do not have an EHCP. It will look at SEN support
and the extra help that should be made available in school.

Date Time Location

Wed 11 Feb2026  9:30am-11:30am Face-to-Face Dals Time Location

Fri 13 Feb 2026 '9:30am-11:30am Virtual Wed 4 Feb 2026 9:30am-11:30am Face-to-Face

Wed 11 Mar 2026 9:30am-11:30am Face-to-Face Fri 6 Feb 2026 9:30am-11:30am Virtual
Fri 13 Mar 2026 9:30am-11:30am Virtual Face-to-Face: PIASS, Jan Cutting Healthy Living Centre, Beacon Park Road, Plymouth PL2 2PQ

| | Virtual: Using Microsoft Teams - link to join will be sent before session,
Face-to-Face: PIASS, Jan Cutting Healthy Living Centre, Beacon Park Read, Plymouth PL2 2PQ To book, scan QR code or visit:
Virtual: Using Microsoft Teams - link to join will be sent before session.

To book, scan QR code or visit: H

A free workshop for parents/carers providing information,
strategies and tips on making the most of meetings and how to

feel more empowered to share yours and your child's points of

wwwiplymouthias.org.uk

Thursday 5 February 2026
from Spm to 6.30pm
at The Underground,

City College, Plymouth
PLI 5QG

For more information

or to get involved:

Call 01752 308900 O U T H
Text/VWhatsApp 07833 048700 S C E N D S

participation.youth@plymouth.gov.uk
m

|

/



 FREE immersive film.
f the calming
*%mfthe sea.
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Free weekly youth club at Poole Farm for young people -
including fire building, den making and much more! 20 Jan - 1Feb

AGES 10-13 AGES 14+

5.30pm-6.30pm Tpm-8pm
Every Tuesday from 1st Every Tuesday from 1st
April April

Contact for a consent form
@ 07890913856 B CYTpoolefarm@plymouth.gov.uk ﬂ Poale Farm, PLE BNF

') Head Space

Opening times: 4pm - 10pm - 5 nights a week

Headspace offers an out of hours 121 service and phone line for people who
consider they are appreaching a mental health crisis. The service aims to
provide a non-clinical setting with a safe, calm and structured environment
where individuals can access peer support in one of our venues.

Phone service open 4 - 10pm, Appointments available from 5pm onward (Pre
booking required). Drop in opens at epm until 9pm.

Tuesday- Four Greens Wellbeing hub, Whitleigh Green, Plymouth, PL5 4DD.
Drop-in safe space & phone service.

Wednesday- Four Greens Wellbeing hub, Whitleigh Green, Plymouth, PLS 4DD.
Appointment & phone service only.

Friday- The Rees Centre, Mudge Way, Plympton, PL7 2PS.
Appointments and phone service only.

Saturday- Ernest English House, Buckwell Street, Plymouth, PL1 2DA.
Drop-in safe space & phone service,

Sunday- Ernest English House, Buckwell Street, Plymouth, PL1 2DA.
Appointment & phone service only.

For Telephone support call 07890257614. Open from 4pm — 10pm.

To make an appointment with HEADSPACE, contact us on 07546527380 (for
appts only NOT support). This phone is switched on between 9am - 10pm every
day. The call may not be answered immediately; staff will call you back at the
earliest opportunity, or Email; HeadSpace@colebrooksw.org

Monday and Thursday the service closed, additional support is available from our
partners Mental Health Matters Call on the usual Telephone number 07890257614
and the call will be diverted automatically. Open between 4pm and 10pm
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If your child is off school please call the school
numlber 01752 567681 and press 2 to report the
absence. Can this be done first thing in the
morning

Absence

Absence Request

We have had a lot of Absence Request and students
being taken out of school for holidays. Absence request
forms must be filled in 20 school days in advance. In
expectational circumstances will this be authorised.
Please see the link below for further information from PCC
website
https://www.plymouth.gov.uk/school-attendance-

absence-and-penalty-notices

Breakfast club - starts at 7:45am and cost £2
session. You must book through the Arbor app by
11:00 pm the day before.

After school club - Monday to Friday 3:15pm to
5pm, session are £5 per student. You must book
through the Arbor app by 11:00 am on the day.

Contact

If you need to contact Phone number:
01752 56768]I
Website address:
www.marlboroughacademy.org
Email address:
reception@marlboroughacademy.org




Dates for Diary
‘e

Friday 6" February - NSPCC Number Day - Remember to take part in TTRS
Wednesday 11" February - Healthy Smiles are visiting our reception children
Friday 13" February - Valentine Disco
Friday 13" February - Break up for Half Term
Monday 23" February - Maple class only - Open wide and step inside dental talk

MARLBOROUGH PRIMARY SCHOOL 2025-26 TERM DATES

October 25 November 25 December 25

September 25

8 [15| 22 |29 6 |13 | 20 |27 3 10 |17 | 24 11 8] 15[ 22|29

9 |16 | 23 |30 7 14|21 |28 4 11 18 | 25 2916|2330

10 |17 | 24 1 8 [156 | 22 |29 5 12 {19 | 26 3|10 17| 24 | 31
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2 9 16 |23 2 9 |16 (23|30 6 | 13|20 | 27

Tuesday 3 10 17 | 24 3110|1724 |31 7| 14| 21 | 28

Wednesday 4 11 18 |25 4 111[18 |25 11 8] 15|22 | 29

Thursday 5 12 119 |26 5[ 12]19]26 21916 23|30
Friday 6 13 20 |27 6 [ 132027 3 |10 | 17| 24
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Monday 1 8 |15 |22 | 29 6 |13 |20 |27 3 (10| 17| 24 | 31
Tuesday 2| 9|16[23 |30 7 (14121 (28( |4 |11 ] 18| 25
Wednesday 3 |10[17 |24 1 8 1522 |20 5 [12 | 19| 26
Thursday 4 |11 |18 | 25 21 9116|2330 6 (13| 20| 27
Friday 5 |12 | 19 | 26 310 [17 24 (31| [ 7 (14 | 21 | 28
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Ofsted Public Holiday School Holiday School Inset Day

Good
Provider




