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Friday 23rd January 2026

A Message From
Our Head Teacher

The year six pupils have been working really hard this week to demonstrate their
progress through the year six curriculum. The students completed some practise SATs

assessments; demonstrating their knowledge in reading, writing and maths throughout
the week. The children’s attitudes were brilliant and some of the Y6 cohort have made

exceptional progress. We practise these tests regularly thought year six – it enables the
pupils to feel confident and comfortable before the actual assessments in May. Well

done to Y6 for engaging so well with the tests – also well done to the teaching team for
supporting the pupils so well.

 
We are always trying to ensure that children, and our parents and carers, understand the

need for good attendance at school. If children are not in school, they cannot learn.
When children miss lessons, they feel more unsettled when they return and this can lead
to further absence and children then falling behind with learning. This year we have a BIG

attendance end of year prize – all children with a terms’ worth of 100% attendance will
get a raffle ticket, and a winner will be chosen at the end of the year. We are currently

deciding (with the help of Pupil Parliament) what the prize should be and, at the
moment, we are considering a Smyths Voucher to the value of £100 or a bike. Watch this

space for more information. Starting next week, all children with 100% attendance will
also take part in a mini-raffle and win a small prize if their name is drawn. Please support
us in bringing your child to school on time, every day unless they are too poorly to attend.



Maple

Another great week in Maple! We have been writing our own eye-witness reports as if we were
escaping from the Great Fire in London! Some amazing vocabulary and expression used by the

children.  
We continue to explore money in maths and have been making the same amounts in different

ways. We have been working practically to make the amounts and identify the value of each coin
and note.  

We also had another great session from our visitors from the Mental Health Support Team exploring
how what we think in different situations is called ‘self talk’ and that this can impact the way we feel

and behave. 
In History we continue to explore the Great Fire of London and began to explore timelines and how

this helps us to order things chronologically.  
A very exciting week in D.T - the children will have been able to taste different types of bread and

test them against their own criteria to give them a taste rating from 0-10!  

Willows

Willows have had a super week. The foundation children have been focusing
much of their learning on the story ‘Suddenly’. They have made predictions on the

text, created new characters and new adventures.   
In maths, they have been ordering numbers and counting on from a given

number to 10.  They have shown great enthusiasm and purpose in their maths
learning.  They have mastered subitising using dice faces and recognising

numbers and the matching numicon. 
We have had a lot of fun with bubble painting this week.  This has resulted in

much experimentation and exploration of mixing paint and bubbles and trying to
blow bubbly paint through shapes. 

Year 1 children have been exploring the ‘Great Fire of London’ text, learning to use
new vocabulary within their discussions, as well as looking at timelines. 



Oaks

We have had a busy week in English, we have been making leaflets about
Plymouth, we have enjoyed finding out about Plymouth Hoe, The Barbican

and the National Aquarium. 
 

In maths, we have been multiplying a 2-digit number by a 1-digit number
and exchanging. We have found it challenging, but we are getting there.  

 
In science, we have been predicting how magnets can attract and repel

each other depending on which poles are facing.  
 

In computing, we learnt to code and remix it, then we asked our friend to
play the games we made.  



Sycamore

Sycamore have had a busy week this week!  

We had our incredible music teacher back again this week, we have continued to learn our chords, ready
to put music to poetry next week. We were also very excited to welcome Plymouth Albion back into school.

We have one of their talented players supporting us for the next few weeks! 
 

In maths, we have brought our multiplication and division unit to an end. The children have been working
so hard, and they have made great progress!  

 
In English, we began the week looking at our characters and thinking about how they might be feeling and
what they might say to each other. We ended the week with some poetry. We had a lovely time exploring

different styles of poetry and writing some beautiful poems.  
 

In geography, we have been looking at earthquakes this week! We made some great connections
between earthquakes and volcanoes.  

 
In science, we had a really exciting experiment this week. We explored the classroom testing various
objects to see if they were magnetic. We then discussed what properties of the objects made them

magnetic.  

Your talk time words this week are:
Tectonic plates – they make up the Earth’s surface and are always moving.  

Cautiously – to do something carefully.  
Exchange – to swap one thing for something of the same value. 

Homework: 
English – this week’s spelling pattern.  

Maths - Multiplication and division flashback.



 

Beech

This week, Y6 have been doing their mock SATs and have been working really hard! The real SATs are in May and if
they keep up their motivation to improve, they are going to do well.  

 
These tests are important and ensure they are ready for all their learning in secondary school. If you would like to

support your child, please ensure they are keeping up with their homework, and are using SATs bootcamp
regularly. This is a paid for website with tutorial videos, revision sessions and practice tests to help your child plug

in gaps in their learning or revise previously taught subjects.  
 

Next week, the Y5s have their assessments. They also have access to SATs bootcamp; just as a reminder, SATs test
learning from all key stage year groups so it is also a great revision tool for them.  

 
In maths, we have been learning how to use long division. In English, we have been reading our book: ‘Arthur and
the Golden Rope’, and have been creating expanded noun phrases about the story. In science, we learned about

asexual reproduction by planted some spider plants, onions and garlic!  

Notices:  
Y5 assessments next week  

Contact me if you would like to know your child’s mock SATs result 
Y5 ‘Widening Horizons’ trip on Wednesday to EE (buffet breakfast included)  

PE on Friday 



Menu



To celebrate International Lego Day we are asking the children to draw a Lego picture
to bring into school which will be used as a display on Wednesday 28  January. th

The children can also make a Lego model but we ask these are not brought in. Please
take a picture of the models and send them into school. If they show all drawings,

pictures and photographs to Dani in the kitchen she will reward them with a B Buck.

INTERNATIONAL LEGO DAY ACTIVITY







MUFTI DAY
Friday 30  January 2026th

In honour of NSPCC Number Day we are holding a mufti day on Friday 30th
January. We are asking for cake donations please instead of money. Please

remember any cake donations will need to be nut free.

Friday 13th February 2026
MUFTI DAY

In honour of children’s mental health week we are holding a mufti day on Friday
13  February. No donations are required and we want the children to dress in

whatever makes them feel comfortable.

th





Absence Request

We have had a lot of Absence Request and students
being taken out of school for holidays. Absence request

forms must be filled in 20 school days in advance. In
expectational circumstances will this be authorised.

Please see the link below for further information from PCC
website

https://www.plymouth.gov.uk/school-attendance-
absence-and-penalty-notices

Contact 

If you need to contact Phone number: 
01752 567681 

Website address:
www.marlboroughacademy.org 

Email address:
reception@marlboroughacademy.org

Clubs 

Breakfast club - starts at 7:45am and cost £2
session. You must book through the Arbor app by

11:00 pm the day before. 
After school club - Monday to Friday 3:15pm to

5pm, session are £5 per student. You must book
through the Arbor app by 11:00 am on the day. 

Absence 

If your child is off school please call the school
number 01752 567681 and press 2 to report the

absence. Can this be done first thing in the
morning



Dates for Diary

 

MARLBOROUGH PRIMARY SCHOOL 2025-26 TERM DATES 
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Tuesday 27  January - Widening Horizons Trip Year 5th

Wednesday 28  January - International Lego dayth

Friday 30  January - Mufti day - cake donations pleaseth

Friday 6  February - NSPCC Number Day - Remember to take part in TTRSth

Wednesday 11  February - Healthy Smiles are visiting our reception childrenth

Friday 13  February - Valentine Discoth

Friday 13  February - Break up for Half Termth

Monday 23  February - Maple class only - Open wide and step inside dental talkrd


